
  

  

 

 
Friday, 6 March, 2026 ~ 17th of Adar, 5786  

Parashat Ki Tisa 
 

At the very beginning of Parashat Ki Tissa, we learn about a census. Moses and the Israelites are 
in the desert. Unbeknownst to Moses, they will soon receive the Ten Commandments, and in 
preparation for the journey that will follow this revelation, God instructs Moses to count all the 
men who are twenty years or older. Moses is told to collect a half-shekel from each man. In 
order for a man and his family to be counted as part of the community, the money must be paid. 
The text goes on to explain that these funds will be used to support the Tent of Meeting. 
 
This raises an interesting question. Just last week we read that these same people were asked to 
contribute gifts from the heart for the construction of the Mishkan. Yet no one says, “Nope, I’m 
not giving my half-shekel—I just gave last week.” So what can we learn from this text? 
 
Last week, when significant gifts of time, talent, and resources were needed for the construction 
of the Mishkan, God did not levy a tax or establish a fixed dues amount. Instead, God asked for 
gifts from anyone whose heart was moved to give. Through Moses, God was developing a 
relationship-based community. 
That community provides for the basic needs of its people. As members of the Israelite 
community, people receive food to eat, land upon which they can erect shelter, protection from 
enemies, and a leader they can depend upon. This week, the requirement of the half-shekel 
comes with three promises: first, that when it is paid it provides protection from future plagues; 
second, that it guarantees enrollment in the Israelite community; and third, that the money will 
support the service of the Tent of Meeting—the place where God dwells among the people. 
 
I believe we can learn a great deal from this parashah. It offers an example of giving that is 
grounded in relationship, where the needs of the individual and the needs of the community are 
both honored, and where financial contributions are not linked to status or special favor. In his 
commentary, Rashi explains that every person gave a half-shekel because the soul of every 
person being counted is of equal value; no soul is worth more than another. 
 
I’m proud that at CAS we have created a culture where every member is valued, no matter how 
much they contribute—where every soul is equally precious, and where we work to meet the 
social, spiritual, and educational needs of everyone in our community.  

https://hnhi6vnab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001_PE2oFd3MUL2xXxsIF7HfK7GOemvUFznDDQymhui9J2gBLN9Hyft6Mxqz83EUEWwv3dpqMdixO4K61vQcmwZgrST89RdNIRYsQVD8V3alBDxG96snOc_ZSUEeQgVQo2PFP8eFCHdyMEOt0xQWaHm6CEiR-qcbkSLQWqUcApZxtU80p9dh2MWmQ==&c=OyUHdxFaoAdOKfCeqBJqhveVd6CHeXlYl94Wh4jep-alc4ur7cnMPw==&ch=sSGweWE6N6vshs1eovJoe0hb9Szolvton50K59bbzF3L_nHUHnxmtw==


 
Cafe Kehilah, Wednesday March 11, 
2026 on Zoom at 10:00 AM 
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/6378313156 

 

  

 

  
  

 

  
 
Lay Led Service in Housatonic, Saturday 
March 14, 2026  
10:00 AM 
  

  

 

  

RSVP Today! Space is limited.  
 
Email casoffice15@gmail.com, indicate 
your choice of entree and whether you 
will be paying by check (mailed to CAS 
15 North Street, PO Box 464 Great 
Barrington, MA 01230) or through the 
CAS donation link (please indicate that 
this is a payment for the Seder).  
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