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       Upcoming services and events 
Saturday, June 1 at 10:00 AM: Traditional Shabbat Service with Rabbi Barbara Cohen at the synagogue 

 

Wednesday, June 5 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 
 

Friday, June 7 at 5:45 PM: Shabbat Across the Berkshires  
       at Congregation Knesset Israel,16 Colt Road, Pittsfield 

 

Monday, June 10 at 5:00 PM: June Board Meeting 
 

Wednesday, June 12 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 
 

Monday, June 17 at 12:00 PM:  Memoir Workshop via Zoom 
      at   7:00 PM:  Photography Workshop via Zoom  
 

Wednesday, June 19 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 
 

Friday, June 21 at 5:00 PM: Shabbat candle lighting with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 
 
Wednesday, June 26 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 
 
Saturday, June 29 at 10:00 AM: Traditional Shabbat Service with Rabbi Cohen at the synagogue   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

	

 

     

 

   

 

 



 
More than Bronze: Seeking Donations for a New Memorial Board 
 
On the back wall of our synagogue is a bronze plaque that has the names, birth dates and death dates--in English 
in Hebrew--of people who shared in our community, our building, and our rituals. Some of these people we knew 
well; we can see their faces and hear their voices. Others lived before our time. The dates on the individual name 
plaques range from 1921 until this year. When it is the anniversary (yahrzeit) of that person’s death, a light is 
turned on. Lit or unlit, the names remind us of what a community is: a connection that transcends time and space. 
 
         

 
 
 
Our memorial board is full. We need to start a new one. We have received requests for new nameplates. Now 
we ask if you will contribute--any amount is welcome--to this act of remembrance and continuity. The new 
memorial board will cost about $ 5,000. A generous donation has gotten us started toward this goal. Now we 
hope that many more “hands” will join in to purchase and install a new plaque and begin a new one-hundred-
year journey with those who came before us. 
 
 
To donate, send a check to Congregation Ahavath Sholom, 15 North Street, PO Box 464, Great Barrington MA 
01230. Or you may use the online donation portal on our website.  
 
 
Thank you all. 
                   
                                                      



 

Love Letters at the Monterey Community Center 
 
 

                    

Featuring CAS member Stephanie Sloane and Kim Bradley. Directed by our own Linda Josephs. 

    



 

July 21st (Save the date!) 
 

“Stories My Grandfather, Rabbi Jacob Axelrod, Told Me”  
 

How a Polish rabbi ended up in a 60-year pulpit in the Berkshires and other Tales 
 

Featuring Toby Ann Axelrod 
 
On Sunday, July 21st at  2:00 PM Toby Anne Axelrod, the granddaughter of Rabbi Jacob Axelrod, spiritual leader 
of Congregation Ahavath Sholom from 1927 until 1984, will give a talk about the life of her grandfather and her 
memories of growing up as a part of Congregation Ahavath Sholom.  
 
Ms. Axelrod writes, “My zeyde, an Orthodox rabbi, found the job at this small synagogue in Great Barrington, 
MA in 1927. He  answered an ad in a Jewish newspaper two years after he came to America and was the 
congregation's Rabbi for 60 years until 1984. He also served as the religious leader and shochet, kosher butcher, 
of Great Barrington's small Jewish community. The synagogue building had been sold to a Jewish junk dealer 
(Mr. Broverman) who had made a promise to open a shop at that location. Instead, to the chagrin of town officials, 
the little, white, two-story frame house became Ahavas Sholom - Love of Peace Synagogue.” The historic 
building on North Street in Great Barrington is still the home of the congregation and is the longest synagogue 
building in continuous use in the Berkshires. 

        

                       Rabbi Jacob Axelrod at the Bima                                                             Toby Anne Axelrod 
  Photograph by Don Victor 
 
Toby Anne Axelrod is a freelance journalist for JTA (Jewish Telegraphic Agency) based in Berlin, Germany, and 
lives part-time in Great Barrington.  
 
The talk is free; donations to the synagogue are appreciated. 
 

 



 
The People’s Pantry 

                                                   
Check our weekly email blasts for specific requests from the Pantry. Please bring items to CAS 
when attending services or study groups. They count on us for help! 

 

 
 
 
June Creative Arts Workshops 
 
The next Memoir Writing Workshop is scheduled for Monday, June 17th at noon. Shared readings and short 
writing exercises. Each of these sessions is stand-alone. Please RSVP to Barbara Janoff at bjanoff1@gmail.com. 
Suggested donation to CAS is $10 to support our Creative Arts Programs. 
 
Barbara Janoff Ph.D. retired from the Fashion Institute of Technology, State University of New York in Manhattan, where she taught writing and literature. 
Her poetry and essays have appeared in a number of journals, including Communication Arts, Women's Work: The Journal of the Columbia College 
Women's Center and the Berkshire Review. 
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The next Photography Workshop will also take place on Monday, June 17th, but at 7:00 PM. Participants in the 
workshop can submit any images they would like discussed, regardless of subject matter or content, using phone 
or camera. They can also share their screen with the group. These workshops are stand-alone sessions, open 
to all. Please RSVP to arthurhillman54@gmail.com. Suggested donation to CAS is $10 to support our Creative 
Arts Programs. 
 
Photographer and printmaker Arthur Hillman has been exhibiting his prints for more than 50 years. He has delivered a variety of lectures and presentations 
on photography and printmaking, juried many exhibits, and was a founding member of the Berkshire Photography Group. He is Professor Emeritus, 
Photography, Printmaking and Design, Bard College at Simon’s Rock.  
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June Yahrzeits 
 
Much of our experience of divine goodness, grace and love has come to us through those whose lives have       
touched our own.  
 

 Hebrew Date 
 
 

Original Date This Year’s Date 

Daniel Eisenstein Iyyar 24 5758 5/20/1998 6/1 

Gunther Richard Iyyar 25 5759 5/11/1999 6/2 

Helen E. Schenker Iyyar 26 5759 5/12/1999 6/3 

Risa Graubard Iyyar 26 5775     5/26/1995 6/3 

Irene Linder Iyyar 26 5760 5/31/2000 6/3 

Manuel Kessman Iyyar 26 5753 5/17/1993 6/3 

Hilda Krasner Radin Sivan 01 5777      5/26/2017 6/7 

Johnine Cummings Sivan 02 57852 5/31/2022 6/8 

Henriette Waller Sivan 04  6/10 

Howard Kanner Sivan 11 5756 5/29/1996 6/17 

Regina Levine Sivan 16 5712 6/9/1952 6/22 

Carol Edmonds Sivan 17 5778 5/31/2018 6/23 

Ferdinand Rosenberger Sivan 17 5702 6/2/1942 6/23 

Bonnie Greenstein Sivan 21 5723 6/13/1963 6/27 

William Bannon Sivan 23 5764 6/12/2004 6/29 

 
 
June Donations 
           
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

   

In memory of Gail Phillips      General donations 
Genevieve Sweeney       ARC Massachusetts 
         John and Laura Bergman 
In memory of Sidney Weinstein     Deborah Slater 
Susan Weinstein 
 
For our new Memorial Board 
Harold Rudin [In honor of the continued good health of Joey Cornblit] 
 
In support of the Creative Arts Workshops 
 

Bill Barth (Photography) 
Ross Bettinger (Memoir) 
Bruce Frishkoff (Memoir) 
Arthur Hillman (Memoir) 
Louise Hillman (Photography) 
Barbara Janoff (Photography) 
Linda Josephs (Memoir) 
Carol Killian (Memoir) 
 
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund 
Deborah Slater 
	
	



 
Upcoming Community Events 
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