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Upcoming services and events

Sunday, April 2 at 1:00 PM: The Sassoons, Jewish Museum Virtual Tour via Zoom
Wednesday, April 5 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom
Thursday, April 6 at 5:00 PM-6:00 PM: A Pesach Kiddush Gathering at the synagogue
Saturday, April 8 at 10:00 AM: Shabbat of Pesach Study at the synagogue
Wednesday, April 12 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom
Friday, April 14 at 5:00 PM: Shabbat and Pesach Yizkor via Zoom

Monday, April 17 at 12:00 noon: Memoir Writing Workshop via Zoom

Wednesday, April 19 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom
Saturday, April 22 at 10:00 AM: Shabbat Morning Service at the synagogue
Wednesday, April 26 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom

Thursday, April 27 at 7:00 PM: Photography Workshop via Zoom

This month’s newsletter features:
The Jewish Museum Virtual Tour on April 2nd: The Sassoons
Purim Shabbat Celebration
Thinking Outside the Matzah Box: A Passover Tasting Event
The work of llene Spiewak represented in two exhibitions
Jayne Benjulian to take part in Berkshire poetry reading
April Creative Arts Workshops
April Yahrzeits
April Donations
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The Jewish Museum Virtual Tour on April 2nd: The Sassoons

On Sunday April 2 at 1:00 PM Congregation Ahavath Sholom will present “The Sassoons,” the fourth in our
series of virtual museum tours, once again conducted by renowned lecturer Rena Tobey. The exhibition is
currently at the Jewish Museum in New York City through August 13, 2023.

The “Sassoons “ reveals the fascinating story of a remarkable Jewish family, following four generations from Iraq to India,
China, and England through a rich selection of works collected by family members over time.

The exhibition highlights the family’s pioneering role in trade, art collecting, architectural patronage, and civic engagement
from the early 19th century through World War Il using over 120 works—paintings, decorative arts, illuminated
manuscripts, and Judaica—amassed by family members and borrowed from numerous private and public collections.
Highlights include lavishly decorated Hebrew manuscripts from as early as the 12th century; Chinese art and ivory
carvings; rare Jewish ceremonial art; Western masterpieces including paintings by Thomas Gainsborough, and Jean-
Baptiste-Camille Corot, and magnificent portraits by John Singer Sargent of various Sassoon family members. “The
Sassoons” explores themes such as discrimination, diaspora, colonialism, global trade, and war that not only shaped the
history of the family but continue to define our world today.

The cost is $20 for CAS members and $25 for non-members. Registration and payment should be made
through our website: www.ahavathsholom.com.

The images below are from an Art Review of the Jewish Museum exhibition in the March 2, 2023 edition of the New
York Times written by Jason Farago. The title of the article is “The Sassoons: A Family Romance at Global Scale.”
Photographs by Karsten Moran for the Times.

Passover Haggadah, which was once in the collection of Torah finials, 1741-42, formerly in
David Solomon Sassoon. in the Sassoon Family Collection.

Family Patriarch David Sassoon.
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Portraits by John Singer Sargent of dynasty members at the Jewish Museum.



Purim Shabbat Celebration

On Saturday morning, March11th, the congregation held a Purim Shabbat Celebration at the South Berkshire
Friends Meetinghouse, 280 State Road Great Barrington. We began by studying the Megillah/Book of Esther
for Purim and enjoyed a brief Shabbat service, followed by a festive brunch.

Photographs by Michele Waldman



Thinking Outside the Matzah Box: A Passover Tasting Event

On Sunday, March 19" at 3:00 p.m., a group of CAS members each brought a favorite prepared dish (dessert
or side) to the tasting where the food was happily enjoyed. This event took place at Michele Waldman’s home
in Great Barrington, and Michele also provided some photographs to celebrate the occasion.




The work of llene Spiewak is represented in two exhibitions

Unfinished..., a Berkshire Art Association Non-Juried Exhibition, March 24-April 6.

In the words of Committee Chairperson and CAS member, llene Spiewak,

There’s something so intimate and compelling about unresolved, open-ended work.

Work that is finished yet incomplete.

Critical to artistic practice, one could ask when a painting is truly finished.

Unfinished blurs the line between making and unmaking.

Unfinished work allows you to see beyond the surface of the work and into the creative process and psychological state of
the maker.

Unfinished holds a unique kind of beauty, free from error.

Embrace the unresolved.
Embrace absence.

berkshire art association presents:
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Embrace unfinishedness.
embracing the incomplete

opening reception:

march 24-6-8pm

lichtenstein center for the arts
28 renne avenue - pittsfield ma

featuring work by artists
from the berkshires and beyond

National
Portrait
Gallery

THE

OUTWIN

AMERICAN PORTRAITURE TODAY

The Outwin: American Portraiture Today Opening Reception
Friday, April 7/6 - 9pm at the Orlando Museum of Art



Jayne Benjulian will take part in Berkshire poetry reading

On Saturday, April 22, from 4:00 to 5:30 PM,.CAS member Jayne Benjulian will join 10 other accomplished
Berkshire poets to read at Inspired by the Berkshires, an event at the Stockbridge Public Library.
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April Creative Arts Workshops

The next Memoir Writing Workshop is scheduled for Monday, April 17th at noon. Shared readings and short
writing exercises. Each of these sessions is stand-alone. Please RSVP to Barbara Janoff at
bjanoff1@gmail.com. Suggested donation to CAS is $10 to support our Creative Arts Programs.

Barbara Janoff Ph.D. recently retired from the Fashion Institute of Technology, State University of New York in Manhattan, where she taught writing and

literature. Her poetry and essays have appeared in a number of journals, including Communication Arts, Women's Work: The Journal of the Columbia
College Women's Center and the Berkshire Review.

Photograph by Andrew Neel on Unsplash

Photograph by Hendrik Morkel on Unsplash

The next Photography Workshop will take place at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 27th. Participants in the
workshop can submit any images they would like discussed, regardless of subject matter or content, using
phone or camera. They can also share their screen with the group. These workshops are stand-alone
sessions, open to all. Please RSVP to arthurhillman54@gmail.com. Suggested donation to CAS is $10 to
support our Creative Arts Programs.

Photographer and printmaker Arthur Hillman has been exhibiting his prints for more than 50 years. He has delivered a variety of lectures and
presentations on photography and printmaking, juried many exhibits, and was a founding member of the Berkshire Photography Group. He is Professor
Emeritus, Photography, Printmaking and Design, Bard College at Simon’s Rock.



April Yahrzeits

“Much of our experience of divine goodness, grace and love has come to us through those whose lives have

touched our own.”
Hebrew Date

Nisan 12 5766
Nisan 12 5756
Nisan 13 5772
Nisan 14 5753
Nisan 15 5759
Nisan 21 5779
Nisan 23 5761
Nisan 26 5779
Nisan 30 5750

Edward Alec Weiner
Edith Rosenberger
Lotte Kunstler

Harry Mullen

Jean Kessman

Mal Guralnick

Irma Waller

Clifford Greenside

Jack Osterweil

Rose Clarin Nisan 30 5741
Julius Greenstein lyyar 2 5762
Frances Schmetterling Innerfield lyyar 06 5769
Susan McGreevy lyyar 8 5782
Muriel F. Goldman lyyar 8 5757

Joseph Fisher lyyar 09 5731

Helen D. Rawitz lyyar 09 5753

April Donations

In memory of my father, Martin, and grandpa Joseph
Deborah Slater

In memory of John Gellert
Barbara Gellert

In support of the Creative Arts Workshops

Ross Bettinger (Memoir Workshop)

Caroline Forsman (Memoir and Photography Workshops)
Bruce Frishkoff (Memoir Workshop)

Arthur Hillman (Memoir Workshop)

Louise Hillman (Photography Workshop)

Linda Josephs (Memoir Workshop)

Carol Killian (Memoir Workshop)

Michele Waldman (Photography Workshop)

Passover donation
Karen and Chuck Schader

Original date

4/10/2006
4/2/1996
4/5/2012
4/5/1993
4/1/1999
4/26/2019
4/16/2001
5/1/2019
4/25/1990
5/4/1981
4/14/2002
4/30/2009
5/9/2022
5/15/1997
5/4/1971
4/30/1993

This year’s date
4/3
4/3
4/4
4/5
4/6
4/12
4/14
4117
4/21
4/21
4/23
4/27
4/29
4/29
4/30
4/30



Ahavath Sholom Advertisers and Sponsors

JUSTICE
SHOULDNT BE JUST
FOR THE RICH

Help us bring affordable,
expert legal services

to the community.

Click today at:
berkshirecenterforjustice.org

BERKSHIRE CENTER
FOR JUSTICE
413-854-1955

SHIRA NICHAMAN

Serving Seniors and Busy Professionals

BLL PAYMENT, EXPENSE TRACONG AND FNANCAL
NZER, BESURMICE CLANS

MANAGENVENT PR

18 Franklin Street * Lenox, MA

Phil Cohen, Owner
413-637-0055

facebook.com/bagelandbrew

bagelandbrew@gmail.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR CAS ADVERTISERS




Wheeler & Tavlor

el & Tulor | [PRQULTS

SINCE 1877 Get the results you're looking
for, schedule your print &

393 M 5t &7 East St N Mk St M M S digital ad today!
1 Dmiassn Tret | Sheitwtl St cibe A Affordable Ad Rates = 57,000 Readers Weekly
WA A1 A MY MA 01247 VA 100 18,000+ Direct Mailed in the Tri-State Area

QLI Re 1000  4ISeRMEeNITA 11022048004 4132035384

Weekly Ad Deadline: Friday11am

lr— ’ I L l 4 l ¢ I =, 271 Main Street, Downtown Great Barrington, MA 01230 s
wiww.wncoee cranatavior. com 413-528-0095 - www.shoppersguideinc.com

Naomi Alson
Licensed Acupuncturist and Herbalist

11 Quarry Hill Road

CARR HARDWARE & SUPPLY, INC.
413-243-8255 or 413-243-32253% SERVING THE BERKSHIRES SINCE 1028
email: Nalson247 @hotmail.com L, o s

52 Park St., Lee , MA 01238

Phone:413-528-4520 Fax:413-528-6809

www.carrhardware.com

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR CAS ADVERTISERS

DAVID M. LAZAN Auormney at Law THE, CRFAT BARRINGTON BAGEL
Lazan Glover & Puciloski, e COMDPANY INC.

DIFFERENCE

SPECIALIZING IN:

GT.BARRINGTON 785 Main Street B WERINTT. COURMET SALADS “PARTY PLATTERS
PITTSFIELD Great Barrington, MA 01230 . 7
ROSTON (413) 6440200 Fax (413) 6440201 /" LET US HELP YOU PLAN

Bl benn®kcalaw.com \ YOUR NEXT CELEBRATION

777 SOUTH MAIN ST. GREAT BARRINGTON, MA 413-528-9085 FAX 528-1539

CHARLES J. FERRIS

ATTORNEY AT LAW
500 MAIN ST. SUITE 1 27 HENRY AVENUE
GT. BARRINGTON, MA 01230 PITTSFIELD, MA 01201
TEL: (413) 528-8900 TEL: (413) 443-8900

FAX: (413) 528-9132

EMAIL: charles.ferris@verizon.net
MEMBER OF MASSACHUSETTS & NEW YORK BAR




DOMANEY’S

WINES & LIQUORS

A
WONDERFUL DELI
Loaded with cheeses from
around the world, a quality
line of humus, and other
specialty items.

We are known for our

enormous selection of wines.
YOUR KOSHER WINE CENTER
& Over 15 Varieties Now Available &

Open Mon-Sat
9:30am-10:00pm

66 Main St., Great Barrington, MA
413.528.0024 Fax 413.528.6093

Mary White

BROKER OWNER

Barnbrook ¢

< 271 Main St, Great Barrington, MA 01230
CHRISTIE S 27¢ Housatonic St, Lenox, MA 01240

INTERNATIONAL REAL ESTATE

0413-528-4423 c413-329-6342
Bringing you home from near and far Mary@BarnbrookRealtycom |  www.BarnbrookRealty.com




