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This month’s newsletter features: 
 

 

Purim Shabbat Celebration 
 
Thinking Outside the Matzah Box: A Passover Tasting Event 
 
The Jewish Museum Virtual Tour series continues: The Sassoons 
 
As a Driven Leaf, a book for discussion   
 
March Creative Arts Workshop 

 
March Yahrzeits 
 
March Donations 
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Upcoming services and events 
 

 
Wednesday, March 1 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 
 
Monday, March 6 at noon: Memoir Writing Workshop (tentative date) 
 
Wednesday, March 8 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 
 
Saturday, March 11 at 10:00 AM: Purim Shabbat Brunch/Study at the South Berkshire Friends 
             Meeting House, 280 State Road, Great Barrington 
 
Wednesday, March 15 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 
 
Friday, March 17 at 5:00 PM: Erev Shabbat Service, in person at the synagogue 
 
Sunday, March 19 at 3:00 PM: Thinking Outside the Matzah Box, at a member’s house in 
         Great Barrington (directions available upon registration) 

 
Wednesday, March 22 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 
 
Saturday, March 25 at 10:00 AM: Shabbat Morning Service, in person at the synagogue 

 
Wednesday, March 29 at 10:00 AM: Café Kehillah with Rabbi Barbara Cohen via Zoom 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

 

 
Purim Shabbat Celebration 
 
On Saturday, March 11th at 10:00 AM, Congregation Ahavath Sholom invites you to a Purim Shabbat 
Celebration at the South Berkshire Friends Meetinghouse, 280 State Road Great Barrington. We’ll begin by 
studying the Megillah/Book of Esther for Purim and enjoy a brief Shabbat service.  
 
Here is a printable link to the Megillah online: https://www.jewishvirtuallibrary.org/esther-full-text.  
 
A festive brunch will follow. For those staying for the brunch, please RSVP to casoffice15@gmail.com or  
phone 914 319 1621. We look forward to an enjoyable and engaging morning for all who attend. 
 

                                              
 

                                                                                                                                              Photograph by Brian Nelson on Unsplash 
 

An important note: The Berkshire Hills Hadassah is collecting personal care products for the residents of the 
Elizabeth Freeman Center https://elizabethfreemancenter.org/. CAS is helping with this effort. Please consider 
contributing some of these needed items when you come to our Purim event. 
 
  
 

Thinking Outside the Matzah Box: A Passover Tasting Event 
 
On Sunday, March 19th at 3:00 p.m., bring a favorite prepared dish (dessert or side) to the tasting where we 
will share the food. This will take place at a member’s home in Great Barrington. Bring copies (10) of your 
recipe to share with the other foodies! Please RSVP (ASAP) by March 14 to casoffice15@gmail.com or 914 
319 1621. Location and directions will be provided when you RSVP. Check your email in case we need to 
cancel due to the weather. 

 

                               
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                     Photograph by Sara Goldstein on Unsplash 



 

 

 
 
The Jewish Museum Virtual Tour Series Continues: The Sassoons
On Sunday April 2, 2023 at 1:00 PM Congregation Ahavath Sholom will present “The Sassoons,”  the fourth in 
our series of virtual museum tours, once again conducted by renowned lecturer Rena Tobey. The exhibition is 
currently at the Jewish Museum in New York City through August 13, 2023. 
 
The “Sassoons “ reveals the fascinating story of a remarkable Jewish family, following four generations from 
Iraq to India, China, and England through a rich selection of works collected by family members over time. 
The exhibition highlights the family’s pioneering role in trade, art collecting, architectural patronage, and civic 
engagement from the early 19th century through World War II using over 120 works—paintings, decorative 
arts, illuminated manuscripts, and Judaica—amassed by family members and borrowed from numerous private 
and public collections. Highlights include lavishly decorated Hebrew manuscripts from as early as the 12th 
century; Chinese art and ivory carvings; rare Jewish ceremonial art; Western masterpieces including paintings 
by Thomas Gainsborough, and Jean-Baptiste-Camille Corot, and magnificent portraits by John Singer Sargent 
of various Sassoon family members. “The Sassoons” explores themes such as discrimination, diaspora, 
colonialism, global trade, and war that not only shaped the history of the family but continue to define our world 
today. 
 
The cost is $20 for CAS members and $25 for non-members. Registration and payment should be made 
through our website: www.ahavathsholom.com. 
 

                                                                                     The Sassoons in Baghdad & India | Sotheby's  
 
 

 

 



 

 

As a Driven Leaf 
Let's cozy up this winter with  an absorbing book titled As A Driven Leaf by Milton Steinberg. Some of you 
might remember Rabbi Barbara talking about it at one of our services. We will read it and choose a date in the 
spring to discuss the book. Please let us know if you will be participating by responding to 
casoffice15@gmail.com. The book is available at the library and online.  

                                                                   
                      
 
 

A spirited classic of American Jewish literature, a historical novel about ancient sage-turned-apostate Elisha 
ben Abuyah in the late first century C.E. At the heart of the tale are questions about faith and the loss of faith 
and the repression and rebellion of the Jews of Palestine. Elisha is a leading scholar in Palestine, elected to 
the Sanhedrin, the highest Jewish court in the land. But two tragedies awaken doubt about God in Elisha's 
mind, and doubt eats away at his faith. Declared a heretic and excommunicated from the Jewish community, 
he journeys to Antioch in nearby Syria to begin a quest through Greek and Roman culture for some 
fundamental irrefutable truth. The pace of the narrative picks up as Elisha directly encounters the full force of 
the ancient Romans' all-consuming culture. Ultimately, Elisha is forced by the power of Rome to choose 
between loyalty to his people, who are rebelling against the emperor's domination, and loyalty to his own quest 
for truth.--Publishers Weekly 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

March Creative Arts Workshop
 
The next Memoir Writing Workshop is tentatively scheduled for Monday, March 6th at noon. Shared readings 
and short writing exercises. Each of these sessions is stand-alone. Please RSVP to Barbara Janoff at 
bjanoff1@gmail.com. Suggested donation to CAS is $10 to support our Creative Arts Programs. 
 
Barbara Janoff Ph.D. recently retired from the Fashion Institute of Technology, State University of New York in Manhattan, where she taught writing and 
literature. Her poetry and essays have appeared in a number of journals, including Communication Arts, Women's Work: The Journal of the Columbia 
College Women's Center and the Berkshire Review.  
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March Yahrzeits 
 
“Much of our experience of divine goodness, grace and love has come to us through those whose lives have    
  touched our own.”    

 Original Hebrew Date Original Date 
 

2023 Date 
 

Martin Sagan Adar 07 5771 3/12/2011 2/28  
Alan Pomerance Adar 08 5749 2/13/1989 3/1  
Josef Waller Adar 09  3/2  
Hannah Meltzer Greenside Adar 10 5753 3/3/1993 3/3  
Stanley Clarin Adar 10 5759 2/25/1999 3/3  
Paul Lippman Adar 11 5782 3/14/2022 3/4  
Wilhelm Brill Adar 16 5708 2/26/1948 3/9  
Joe Enzer Adar 16 5742 3/11/1982 3/9  

Mollie Nadelman Adar 17 5763 2/19/2003 3/10  
Roberta Rudin Adar 19 5774 2/19/2014 3/12     
Benjamin Letofsky Adar 20 5765 3/31/2005 3/13  
Ernest Waller Adar 21 5753 3/14/1993 3/14  
Sydelle Cohen Adar 22 5777 3/20/2017 3/15  
Michael Sloane Adar 23 5780 3/19/2020 3/16  
Jack Nodiff Adar 25 5777 3/23/2017 3/18  
Oscar Slote Adar 25 5727 4/6/1967 3/18  
Irving Toporek Adar 30 5711 3/8/1951 3/22  

Kenneth Kaplan  Nisan 01 5772 3/24/12 3/23  

Raye Steiner Pozefsky   Nisan 4 5734 3/27/74 3/26  

John Gellert Nisan 06 5726 3/27/1966 3/28  

John P. Hammond Nisan 06 5763 4/8/2003 3/28  

Muriel Budnick Nisan 07 5773 3/18/2013 3/29  

Irving Nathaniel Barth Nisan 8 5743 3/22/1983 3/30  

 
 
March Donations      
 

In memory of Joe Enzer     In support of the Creative Arts Workshops  
Arthur and Louise Hillman     Bruce Frishkoff (Memoir Workshop)  
        Arthur Hillman (Memoir Workshop) 
In memory of Hattie [Hannah] Meltzer Greenside  Louise Hillman (Photography Workshop)  
Roberta Scheinmann      Linda Josephs (Memoir Workshop) 
        Carol Killian (Memoir Workshop) 
In memory of Roberta Mae Rudin    Michele Waldman (Photography Workshop) 
Harold Rudin and the Rudin Family 
 
In memory of Vivian Scheinmann     
Irene Goldman-Price       
 
In memory of Vivian Scheinmann 
Harold Rudin and the Rudin Family 
 
For the People’s Pantry      
Sandra and Bill Flannery 
         
General Donations       
Nettie Hammond     
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